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Doctors at the ‘NIH Clinical Center in Bethesda, Maryland, wondering if 


JUNE, 1954 


rice can be enriched with amino acids for use in therapeutic diets, needed 


two healthy persons to try it on. 


They called on volunteers Bill E. Miller, 
Jr., left, and Verl E. Lahr who, among 


9 conscientious objectors at the 


clinic, are substituting civilian work for military duty because of religious 
beliefs. They are eating half a pound of rice a day each, for six weeks. 


A special dietician, Miss Gordon Sampson, above, is 


ing her best to make 


it palatable. (Picture and caption, courtesy the Washington Daily News.) 


PAPERS AND WIRE SERVICES REPORT ON COs 
AT NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH 


The three Washington, D. C., news- 
papers: on May 26, 1954, carried lead 
articles and pictures about conscientious 
objectors living as “guinea pig” volun- 
teers at the National Institute of Health 
Clinical Center near the city. The AP 


and UP wire services carried similar 
articles and pictures. Time, Inc., is also 
considering the use of such articles in 
its magazines. 
The Washington Daily News had two 
(Continued on page 2) 
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Harsh-Bowman Make 
ROTC Survey 


Find 20 Land Grant Institutions 
Grant ROTC Exemption for COs 


In a recent survey conducted by Nor- 
man Harsh and Fred Bowman, Church 
of the Brethren pastors in West Vir- 
ginia, it was discovered that 20 land 
grant colleges and universities across 
the country provide exemption for con- 
scientious objectors, in some form or 
another, from required participation in 
Reserve Officers Training Corps (ROTC) 
classes. This fact was learned from the 
40 questionnaires which were returned 
to the Reverends Harsh and Bowman. 

These two men, as members of a spe- 
cial committee from the Brethren First 
District of West Virginia, are conduct- 
ing a study to determine the relationship 
between ROTC and conscientious objec- 
tors in 52 land grant schools. Under 
federal law, each land grant school 
must offer a two-year course in basic 
ROTC. As far as is known, all but two 
of these schools have made such courses 
a required part of their curriculum. If 
conscientious objectors cannot be excused 
from ROTC courses, they are put into 
the position of either taking ROTC— 
thereby definitely prejudicing their CO 
draft classification—or dropping out of 
the school. 

Although only 20 schools have reported 
that they provide CO exemption, some of 
the other schools indicated that they 
never had any requests from COs for 
exemption. Therefore they have not had 
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ROTC Survey 


(From page one) 


occasion to act on the problem. The 
survey did not request information on 
exemption from ROTC for students other 
than conscientious objectors. But it is 
generally known that various categories 
of students are excused from ROTC 
courses. At one university, for instance, 
band members are excused from ROTC. 

The methods by which conscientious 
objectors are judged for their sincerity 
vary greatly among the 20 schools. A 
number require the student to be inter- 
viewed by the Dean of Men, or someore 
in a similar position, and one or several 
additional faculty members. In a few 
ceases the interviewers were chosen be- 
cause they are pacifists; often the com- 
mander of the ROTC unit also served as 
an interviewer. Some schools require 
special forms to be filled out. 


One school requires that one or both 
of the parents of the student requesting 
exemption be from a pacifist denomina- 
tion. Another school issues a card to 
all men who are excused from ROTC. 
This card indicates that the student is 
excused from ROTC classes and gives 
the reason. The liberality of schools in 
granting exemption varies a great deal. 
In a few instances, a school will permit 
COs to be excused only from weapons 
instruction, but these schools were not 
counted among the 20 which grant com- 
plete exemption. 

The results of this survey appear sig- 
nificant to conscientious objectors across 
the country. The findings may help COs 
who anticipate attending schools with 
ROTC classes. 


Affiliation of 3597 
I-Ws Known 


As of May 28, 1954, the latest date 
for which statistics have been compiled, 
the religious affiliations of 3597 men in 
I-W have been ascertained. Following 
is the breakdown: 
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Society of Friends ——— — — 
Old German Baptist Brethren — — ania = 
Chareh of Christ —---—____-_—--_ 55 
Brethren in Christ a 
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urech of God - 2 
ee of Se — 3 
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Hutterian Brethren “ —— — = 
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Evangelical and Reformed — — 8 

Presbyterian 
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Followers of Jesus Christ 3 
Independent ital 3 
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—— Zion’s Children : 
Christ’s Sanctified Holy Church. — Ge 
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First Century Gospel —— 
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Christian Sci 1 
Christians Together 1 
Church of God & Saints of Christ... 1 
Church of God in Christ_ VD ie eS in 
Church of the Four Leaf Clever — 1 
Church of the N 1 
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Congregation of Yahweh 1 
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Evangelical 1 
Faith T 1 
First Divine A ti 1 
Free Methodist Church 1 
Gespel Tabernacle 1 
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Mormon 1 
Reformed Church 1 
Brethren 1 
Roman Catholic 1 
United Brethren 4 
United Christian Church 1 
United Latheran 1 
Unity School of Christianity oe 
No Affilia’ 36 








STATE DIRECTOR REGARDS 
RELIGIOUS STATEMENTS 
AS “PLOT’” 


Reliable resources indicate that the 
state director of a large mid-western 
state regards the publication of “State- 
ments of Religious Bodies on the Con- 
scientious Objector” as a “plot to provide 
a loophole for draft dodgers.” It is fur- 
ther reported that the American Legion 
of the state in question is now making 
plans for “thwarting this plot.” 





Men Assigned 
Total 4213; 
128 Released 


Since the beginning of the I-W work 


program, 4218 men were assigned. To 
date 128 were released. Following is the 
breakdown by states, as of April 27: 






























































































































































State From To 
Indiana 667 3 
Pennsylvania = 4 
— 464 335 
Illinois a7 = 
California 199 7 
Iowa 3 J— 
—— ne 
Nebraska ———— — — 

regon 109 97 
Obinhoma 105 
Maryland ba 8 
New York 3 

60 61 
New Jersey = bs 
Wisconsin 38 2 
sO 
Alabama 27 25 
Idaho 26 10 
West Virginia 22 6 
Colorado 20 262 
Connecticut 20 114 
Louisiana 18 17 
North Carolina ——~ 17 18 
Kentucky = 5 
a 4 3 

ware 

Georgia 8 3 
Puerte Rico 5 31 
* — 
Maine 

4 1 
New Hampshire — 7 
Vermont 3 45 
ennessee 
Arkansas 1 1 
Washington, D. C. 1 ll 
New Mexico 1 6 
Wyoming 1 1 
Abroad * 
Florida 5 
Arizona 4 
South Carolina : 

Total 4213 








Report on COs at NIH 


(From page one) 


columns of written material and placed 
the above picture, but much larger, on 
its front page. One of the men above, 
Bill Miller, of Baltimore, Maryland, is a 
member of the Evangelical and Reformed 
Church; the other, Verl Lahr, of Hunt- 
ington, Indiana, from the Church of the 
Breathren. 

In addition to describing the many 
special tests given to the volunteers, the 
newspaper articles pointed out that the 
9 men and girls presently there are in 
the Brethren Volunteer Service Pro- 
gram, and are receiving only subsistence 
pay for their work. All 9 men are I-Ws 
and have been assigned to BVS by their 
draft boards. The Mennonite Central 
Committee will also assign volunteers to 
the National Institute of Health. 





Judge Sentences 
Two Old German Baptists 


Carl O. Nead and Ronald L. Wrights- 
man, Old German Baptist Brethren from 
Indiana, received a 3-year and a 2%-year 
sentence, respectively, for refusing to 
submit for induction after they were 
denied I-O classifications. They are now 
in prison at Milan, Michigan. Elder 
J. W. Skiles, the chairman of the Old 
German Baptist Brethren Service Com- 
mittee, and other church leaders have 
done much to help Nead and Wrights- 
man. These leaders are well known to 
NSBRO personnel. 





ARMY RELEASES 
JACK LAWS 


On the grounds of erroneous induc- 
tion, Jack Laws, who is a conscientious 
objector, was just released from the 
Army after serving 18% months. Until 
his case was presented to the Adjutant 
General’s office, Enlisted Separations 
Branch, Jack was unable to secure re- 
lease through regular channels. 

In 1948, Laws signed Series XIV of 
the Registration Form, No. 100, thereby 
requesting the Special Form for Con- 
scientious Objectors, No. 150. He never 
received Form 150, and although repeat- 
edly stating his CO convictions, his local 
board never considered him for a I-O 
classification. Upon appeal, his case did 
not receive the required FBI investiga- 
tion and Justice Department hearing and 
recommendation, and he was placed into 
I-A without these preliminary steps. 

Jack Laws is again in the process of 
classification by Selective Service. Dis- 
charge from the armed forces on the 
basis of erroneous induction, regardless 
of the length of time served, does not 
relieve a registrant of his obligation to 
either military service or the alternative 
service program, according to Selective 
Service regulations. 


PRESIDENT STILL GRANTS 
PARDONS! 

Even though the White House has re- 
cently turned down a request of the 
CCCO and AFSC for amnesty for all 
COs, individual ‘pardons are still granted. 
Bernard M. Shanley, special counsel to 
the President, writes A. J. Muste that 
“if their worthiness for clemency is es- 
tablished by the quality of their conduct 
since conviction, they may be recom- 
mended for pardon. The records show 
that since the proclamation of 1947, a 
number of persons who did not acquire 
the benefits of that document have been 
granted pardons as individuals in the 
usual course”! 





LYTTLE GETS 1 YEAR FOR 
I-W REFUSAL 


The two and one-half day court trial 
of Bradford Lyttle, accused of refusing 
to report to his alternative service work 
assignment, closed with a verdict of 
guilty and a one-year and one-day sen- 
tence being given to him. Judge Philip 
L. Sullivan, of Chicago, presided at the 
trial and handed down his decision on 
May 8, 1954. No appeal is being con- 
sidered. 

Lyttle had been ordered to report to 
the Elgin, Illinois, State Hospital by his 
local draft board. He refused to report, 
and during the trial based his defense 
on the fact that his local board denied 
him due process of law by ignoring his 
suggestions for places of alternate serv- 
ice. A second point of the defense was 
based on the First Amendment of the 
Constitution: “Congress shall make no 
law respecting an establishment of re- 
ligion, or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof... .” 


The trial was well attended by the 
public. Newspaper and television cov- 
erage was greater than usual and was 
impartial though not detailed in all of its 
aspects. At the end of the trial, Lyttle 
read a statement to the court concerning 
his position and the reasons why he took 
such a position. 





CENTURY COMMENTS 
ON TAFFS CASE 


The April 21, 1954, Christian Century 
observed that the verdict in the Taffs 
Supreme Court case “apparently sweeps 
away the grounds in which by far the 
largest proportion of draft resisters 
were sent to prison during World War 
II.” The Christian Century observed 
that Taffs was denied a conscientious 
objector status because he would fight 
in a “theocratic war,” and draft officials 
held that therefore he was not “opposed 
to participation in war in any form.” 
The Century also noted that the Supreme 
Court held that “theocratic wars .. . 
carried on by immediate direction of 
God” were outside the intention of Con- 
gress when it wrote the draft law. Taffs 
is a Jehovah’s Witness. 


The NSBRO continues to apreciate the 
interest of Paul Hutchinson, Editor, 
Harold E. Fey, Executive Editor, and 
other editors of the Christian Century 
for their deep and continuing interest 
in problems of conscientious objectors. 
Several interviews by NSBRO staff with 
these editors have always been helpful 
as well as very delightful. 


What | Corinthians 13 
Means to Some |-Ws 


A Mennonite I-W working in a Mis- 
sissippi State Hospital wrote a para- 
phrase of I Corinthians 13 of which the 
following verses are excerpts: 


1. Though I would speak with the 
ability of a psychologist or a psy- 
ciatrist and do not love the pa- 
tients, I am become as the sound 
of an attendant speaking on an 
empty ward or the clicking of 
metal-plated heels on the ward 
floor. 


4. Love hath patience with the slow 
to understand, and considereth the 
patient’s point of view; love envieth 
not the charge attendants neither 
the supervisor’s job; love brags not 
of its ability to handle patients in 
a quiet manner, does not have that 
“holier than thou” attitude because 
he is a conscientious objector. 


11. Before I worked in a mental hos- 
pital, I understood not mental ill- 
ness except as would a child; and 
thought them to act more or less 
childish, but when I became an em- 
ployee at a mental hospital, I put 
away these warped and childish 
ideas. 

18. And now abideth these, good food, 
psychology, shock therapy, psychi- 
atry and love, but the greatest of 
these is LOVE. 


Copies of this entire paraphrase can 
be received by writing the Mennonite 
Central Committee, Akron, Pennsylvania. 





SS REVIEWS WORK 
REFUSAL CASES 


It appears that Selective Service has 
recently been forwarded a number of 
cases of men who refused to perform 
civilian work. One of these men comes 
from a little sect which preaches against 
the use of medicine and medical facili- 
ties; he refused therefore to work in a 
hospital. 

Another case which was reviewed in- 
volved a man who had an excellent rec- 
ord of 18 months of service in a hospital, 
but who one night in exasperation struck 
a patient. He was immediately relieved 
of his job. The State Director forward- 
ed the file to National Headquarters for 
revew. Many of the pendng cases are 
Jehovah’s Witnesses. There may be 
several hundred. 





ADMINISTRATION SENDS 
RESERVE PLAN TO NSC 


The administration recently sent the 
proposal for strengthening our military 
reserve forces to the National Security 
Council (NSC). This had previously 
been sent by the Defense Department to 
the Executive Offices of the President. 
The plan was sent to the NSC for the 
purpose of seeking NSC opinions and 
direction with respect to the size, organ- 
ization, and procurement of military 
service. This report was referred to in 
the May, 1954, REPORTER, on page one. 


SS BILLS DEFINE MINISTERS; 
EXEMPTION OF SOME ALIENS 


Two more bills amending the Universal 
Military Training and Service Act have 
been introduced into Congress. The first, 
H. R. 8167, was written so as to separate 
the preaching, teaching, and administra- 
tive requirements for the deferment of 
ministers. This should tend to make the 
ministerial deferment slightly more ap- 
plicable to full-time church workers not 
presently deferred. The second bill, H. R. 
9007, if passed, would enable aliens who 
served 18 months or more in the armed 
forces of the country of their nationality 
to be exempted from service in the United 
States, provided a reciprocal agreement 
for U.S. citizens were made. It is doubt- 
ful if these will be acted upon during 
this session. 








KLEMME WRITES ON BIBLE 

The Reverend Dr. Huber F. Klemme, 
Treasurer of the NSBRO Board of Di- 
rectors and Executive Secretary of the 
Commission on Christian Social Action 
of the Evangelical and Reformed Church, 
has just written a book entitled “The 


Bible and Our Common Life.” The book 
shows that the Bible has guidance to 
give to those who are perplexed by diffi- 
cult issues of social relationships. It is 
primarily written for Bible classes and 
contains suggestions for discussion and 
action. Write to Dr. Klemme, 2969 W. 
25th St., Cleveland 18, Ohio, for further 
information on how to secure a copy. 





ARMY SENDS I-A-Os 
TO TEXAS 

The Medical Replacement Training 
Center, formerly at Camp Pickett, Vir- 
ginia, was transferred to Brooke Army 
Medical Center at Fort Sam Houston, 
Texas. This means that the I-A-Os 
drafted into the Army will go to Texas 
for their basic training. The transfer 
was to be completed by the middle of 
May and Camp Pickett closed by June 30. 





SS Orders 
Processing Doctors 


Doctors and other special registrants 
will probably be drafted in the near 
future, according to a recent directive 
from National Headquarters of the Se- 
lective Service System. The directive 
requests local boards to resume process- 
ing for induction Priority I and II physi- 
cians of all ages, Priority III physicians 
born after August 30, 1922, and Priority 
I, II, and III dentists of all ages. 

This local board processing also in- 
cludes the reviewing of classifications of 
these special registrants and those in 
Class II-A whose classifications expire 
prior to August 1, 1954. All regular 
registrants, who are physicians or den- 
tists and also in Class II-A, will also 
have their classifications reviewed. 

This directive implies the drafting of 
CO special registrants who come within 
the above-mentioned categories. 


MOST STATES PAY 
PREVAILING WAGES 


A very high percentage of states em- 
ploying conscientious objectors are pay- 
ing prevailing wages, according to a 
recent unofficial tabulation. Of the 56 
“state” Selective Service units, 35 are 
paying prevailing wages, 3 are paying 
less than prevailing wages, 3 are not 
presently employing I-Ws, and 15 have 
no governmental institutional work pro- 
gram. A “state” is defined as one of 
the 48 states, the District of Columbia, 
New York City, or one of the six terri- 
tories. 


MENNONITE COs 


SUPPORT CHAPLAIN 
The I-W men in the Denver, Colorado, 
area are supporting a hospital chaplain 
in that city. A Mennonite release states 
that “a new development in the I-W pro- 
gram and possibly the most creative one 
yet to come out of the civilian work pro- 
gram for conscientious objectors is the 
establishment of a Protestant hospital 
chaplaincy in Denver. The new min- 
istry is in its infancy ... but it has 
great possibilities as a service for Christ 
in the church.” 








Boards Reduce 
Agricultural Deferments 
Many COs Caught With 
Inadequate Claims in File 


Draft deferments for agricultural rea- 
sons are becoming harder to obtain. 
Selective Service is reducing drastically 
the number of new II-C deferments, and 
not renewing many others. 

In line with this changed policy, Mary- 
land State Selective Service Headquar- 
ters has sent to all men with II-C clas- 
sification a notice explaining the purpose 
of such a classification, accompanied by 
a questionnaire. The notice informs the 
registrant that II-C is not an exemption, 
that he is obligated to two years of 
service, and that he should plan the ex- 
piration of his present deferment so that 
it will be least inconvenient for him to 
begin his two years of service. The 
questionnaire covers the work being done 
and the items being produced on the 
farm. The Maryland statement reflects 
the policy of National Selective Service. 
NSBRO personnel heard General Her- 
shey personally state it. 

Because of this decrease in the number 
of agricultural deferments, many con- 
scientious objectors who are in II-C are 
losing the classification and are having 
difficulty in obtaining a I-O classifica- 
tion. The primary reason for these diffi- 
culties is that they have not filed enough 
or adequate information in support of 
their conscientious objector claims. In 
many cases they had filed no CO claim 
at all. 

The National Service Board suggests 
to all conscientious objectors that are 
presently deferred in Class II-C, and 
even those otherwise deferred, to imme- 
diately examine their Selective Service 
files and put into the file additional 
statements, documents, and letters of 
reference in support of their conscien- 
tious objector claim. Too many files of 
conscientious objectors present little evi- 
dence supporting a I-O or I-A-O classi- 
fication claim. This is often in direct 
contrast to the great amount of material 
supporting a II-C or other deferred clas- 
sifications. 
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